HENRY BRIGGS

[Born 1561. Mathematician. M.A. St. John's College, Cambridge
1585 ; fellow 1588 ; first Professor of Geometry at Gresham College,
London 1596-1620. He succeeded Sir Henry Savile in the Professor-
ship of Astronomy, which he had founded at Oxford. He visited Lord
Napier in Scotland and the idea of tables of logarithms having 10
for their base, as well as the actual calculation of the first table or this
kind, was due to Briggs. When the two great mathematicians met,
says William Lilly, the astrologer, almost one quarter of an hour was spent,
each beholding the other almost with admiration} before one word was spoke.
Lilly goes on to say that Napier was a great lover of astrology, but Briggs
fhe most satirical man against it that hath been known. He called it a
system of groundless conceits. He published and left in manuscript many
works on mathematics and navigation, including A Table to find the
Height of the Pole and A tract on the North-west Passage to the South Sea
through the Continent of Virginia. He was a member of the company
trading to Virginia. He died at Merton College, Oxford, on the 2 6th
January, 1630, and a Greek epitaph that was written on him by Henry
Jacob, one of the Fellows or Merton, ends by saying that his soul still
astronomises and his bodj geometrises^
C~ OKING one time on the mappe of England he observed
that the two Rivers, the Thames and that Avon (which
runnes to Bathe and so to Bristowe) were not far distant,
scilicet) about 3 miles. He sees 'twas but about 25 miles from
Oxford; getts a horse and viewes it and found it to be a levell
ground and easie to be digged. Then he considered the chardge
of cutting between them and the convenience of making a
manage between those Rivers which would be of great conse-
quence for cheape and safe carrying of Goods between London
and Bristow, and though the boates goe slowly and with
meanders, yet considering they goe day and night they would
be at their journey's end almost as soon as the Waggons, which
often are overthrowne and liquours spilt and other goods
broken. Not long after this he dyed and the Civill Warres
brake-out.
It happened by good Luck that one Mr. Matthewes of
Dorset had some acquaintance with this Mr. Briggs and had
heard him discourse of it. He was an honest simple man, and
had runne out of his Estate and this project did much tun in
his head. He would revive it (or els it had been lost and for-
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